
Head Teacher’s message  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Apologies that our summer 1 newsletter didn’t 
make its way to you before we broke up!       
Welcome back to nursery for the last half term 
of this year. I hope you all had a wonderful week 
in the sunshine, and to all those who celebrated 
in the week, I hope you had a brilliant Eid. We hope to see you all 
on Friday at our community Eid party at Gracelands from 10am. 

Term dates: Please check out the term dates to the left for those of you returning 
to us in September. Dates are regularly updated on our website calendar too: 
Gracelands Nursery School - Calendar  

Free School Meals and Hot Meals Consultation 
We have low numbers of children eligible for Free School Meals due to most of our 
children taking up morning only or afternoon only places. If your child is entitled to 
Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP), they would be eligible for 2 free school meals 
per week if they attended 2.5 days, instead of 5x half days. If your child is returning 
in September, and this is something you would like to ask about, please speak to 
Harshila. We will then consult with parents early in the autumn term (FSM eligible 
and full day parents) to see if hot meals would be a preference, and if non-eligible 
full day parents would be interested in purchasing hot meals at lunchtimes.  

Sun Safety 
Please ensure you apply suncream before you bring 
your child to nursery (both morning and afternoon). 
Children who stay for the full day with have anoth-
er suncream application with the support of staff 
after lunch. Please remember to send your child with a sunhat (named) and on the 
warmer days, please opt for thin, loose clothing with shoulders covered to protect 
from the sun. Having said that, it is also still worth bringing a coat ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ - we do 
try to prepare for all eventualities with this British weather! 

Stay and Play 
Just a little reminder that our weekly stay and play will be running every Friday up 
until the last one of the school year on Friday 10th July. All are welcome with    
babies and children up to 3 years old—tell your friends, family and neighbours!  

Walk and wheel 
We had great uptake from our ‘Walk and Wheel’ to nursery fortnight to promote   
walking/ scooting/biking/balance biking to nursery to avoid road congestion and 
get our little ones’ feet moving before nursery. The children talked lots about it 
and were excited to share their journey details. We are going to introduce Walk 
and Wheel Wednesdays next year, but in the meantime, please continue to walk 
to nursery as much as you are able to—do tell us all about it when you come in! :-) 

Best wishes, Sam 

 

Dates for your diary                    
JUNE 
1st—Back to nursery 

1st - Occupational Therapy Workshop: Outside 
play—supporting your child’s motor and     
sensory development 12:30 

5th - Eid community party at Gracelands 

9th - Community Autism Team (CAT)  transi-
tion parent meeting 10:30-11:30 & 12:30-1:30  

10th - Animal man in nursery 

18th - Nursery and family trip to Twycross Zoo 

22nd - Parent consultations 

JULY 
1st - N1 Oral Health Parent workshop 

6th - SEND meeting for parents with Gail (8:45 
and 12:30) 

8th - N2 Sports Day 

9th - N1 Sports Day 

16th - Graduation event for school leavers 

(PM provision only) 

17th - AM provision only 

WC 20th - SCHOOL HOLIDAY (6 weeks) 

SEPTEMBER 
1st (Tuesday) - TRAINING DAY 

2nd (Weds) - Home visits for new starters 

3rd (Thurs) - TRAINING DAY 

4th (Fri) - ‘Stay and Play’ AM & PM for all    
returning families 

OCTOBER 
23rd - Break up for half term  

26th - SCHOOL HOLIDAY (1 week) 

NOVEMBER 
2nd - Back to nursery 

DECEMBER 
18th - Break up for Christmas holidays 

Executive Head Teacher: Sam Richards 
Deputy Head Teacher: Harshila Parmar 

SENCO: Gail Goldberg 
Teacher: Sophie Cameron 
Office Admin Assistant: Abdi Omer 

Nursery Practitioners: Salma Mushtaq, 
Sughra Sattar, Sonia Parvaz, Rifat    
Shaheen, Zaryab Mahmood (mat 
leave),    Ammara Usman, Mevish 
Rehmat & Ayah Masood 

 

https://www.grclands.bham.sch.uk/Page/Calendar


Follow us on    
TWITTER 

@GracelandsNurs1 

Contact Us 
GRACELANDS NURSERY 

SCHOOL 
Grace Road 

 Birmingham, B11 1ED     
  (  0121 772 3124 

 

 

Attendance has improved 
again this half term,   

especially in little     
nursery—well done! :-)   

Please take the time to 
read our attendance   
policy and support      

approach here: 

https://
tinyurl.com/4jrnpwxr 

 We want every child to 
access as much of their 

education entitlement as 
possible. 

 Our aspiration is to reach 
90% attendance this 
year—we are getting 

really close!  

It can be tricky to know 
when to keep your child 

off school when they 
have signs of illness. Hopefully the NHS guidance ‘Too Ill For School?’ 

below will help.  

RRSA links:                     
UN Rights of the Child 

links =  
Article 3: best interests 

of the child  
Article 28: right to an 

education                                                                  
 

2025-26 year to date 
 Attendance % 

Big nursery 86% 

Little nursery 81% 

All 84.4% 

Attendance this half term 

 Attendance % 

Big nursery 87% 

Little nursery 88% 

All 87.2% 

ΨGracelands Local Authority 
Maintained Nursery SchoolΩ 

Follow us on        
FACEBOOK 

Follow us on        
INSTAGRAM 

gracelandsnurseryschool 

 

F|Jº J Æ M³J«º J«T ¤­ÉZÄӃ |JӃZ ºX³ª  º |J´ MXX«  «
6Ä³´X³ÉŸ A|X N| ӃT³X« |JÆX  ªªX³´XT º|Xª´XӃÆX´  « ³ N|
´º­³ X´ŵ N³XJ ÆX XÈ°Ӄ­³J ­« J«T ªXJ« «zZÄӃ XÈ°X³ X«NX´
º|Jº |JÆX ´°J³¦XT NÄ³ ­´ ºÉŵ N­«`TX«NX J«T N­««XN ­«Ÿ 
⁭ $­³X AXÈº  TÆX«ºÄ³X´ŷ.« # z 6Ä³´X³Éŵ ÇX MXzJ«
Ç º| + ³J]X´ $J«Żº &J«NXŵ XÈ°Ӄ­³ «z ³|Éº|ªŵ ³­N¦Ż«Ż³­ӃӃ
TJ«N «z J«T ӃXJ³« «z JM­Äº ¤Ä«zӃX J« ªJӃ´ŵ T ]X³X«º
ºX³³J «´ J«T º³­° NJӃ Z³Ä º´Ÿ 8Ä³ ¤­Ä³«XÉ N­« «ÄXT Ç º|
,J«TJŻ́ ?Ä³°³ ´XŶ º|X N| ӃT³X« Ӄ­ÆXT T ´N­ÆX³ «z  Z³ NJ
J«T N­ª°J³ «z ,J«TJŻ́ Ӄ ZX´ºÉӃX º­ º|X ³ ­Ç«Ÿ FX º|X«
ª­ÆXT  «º­ º|X °XJNXZÄӃ Ç­³ӃT ­Z ;XJNX Jº 2J´ºŵ ӃXJ³« «z
JM­Äº X«Æ ³­«ªX«ºJӃ ´­Ä«T´ŵ «­NºÄ³«JӃ J« ªJӃ´ŵ J«T º|X
T ]X³X«NX´ MXºÇXX« TJÉ J«T « z|ºƊMXJÄ ZÄӃӃÉ Ӄ «¦ «z
º­ 5X«ºJӃ ,XJӃº|  ÇJ³X«X´´ FXX¦Ÿ 
.« 2 ÀӃX 6Ä³´X³Éŵ ÇX X«¤­ÉXT J Ç­«TX³ZÄӃ MXJ³ º|XªX
º|³­Äz| ´º­³ X´ ´ÄN| J´ #³­Ç« #XJ³ŵ #³­Ç« #XJ³ŵ
+­ӃT Ӄ­N¦´ J«T º|X A|³XX #XJ³´ J«T FXŻ³X +­ «z ­« J
#XJ³ ,Ä«ºŸ A|X N| ӃT³X« |JÆX MXX« ¤­ « «z  « Ç º|
³X°X ÆX °|³J´X´ŵ «Jª «z ZJª Ӄ J³ ­M¤XNº´ J«T XÈ°Ӄ­³ «z
N|J³JNºX³ ZXXӃ «z´ Ç º| z³­Ç «z N­«`TX«NXŸ 
Ψ $XӃXM³J ­«´ŷFX ÇX³X TXӃ z|ºXT º­ ÇXӃN­ªX
ZJª Ӄ X´ º­ ­Ä³ ;J³X«º F³  «z F­³¦´|­°Ɗº|J«¦ É­Ä º­
XÆX³É­«X Ç|­ ¤­ «XT Ä´ º­ NXӃXM³JºX XJ³ӃÉ Ç³  «zŸ 
*­³ 5X«ºJӃ ,XJӃº|  ÇJ³X«X´´ FXX¦ŵ º|X N| ӃT³X«
X«¤­ÉXT ª «TZÄӃ«X´´ ´X´´ ­«´ŵ É­zJ Ɲ NJӃª ³XvXN ­«Ÿ 
ₒ ; NºÄ³X 6XÇ´ŷ8Ä³ ; NºÄ³X 6XÇ´ º|XªX´ |JÆX
 «´° ³XT º|­Äz|½ÄӃ N­«ÆX³´J ­«´Ÿ FX XÈ°Ӄ­³XT º|X
2­«T­« 5J³Jº|­«ŵ º| «¦ «z JM­Äº TXºX³ª «J ­« J«T
|XJӃº|É Ӄ ZX´ºÉӃX´Ŷ ÇX ӃXJ³«XT JM­Äº ³XNÉNӃ «zŵ °³JN ´ «z
|­Ç º­ ´­³º ³ÄMM ´|  «º­ º|X N­³³XNº M «´ J«T ºJ¦ «z °J³º
 « Ӄ ÀX³ ° N¦ «z ­ÄºT­­³´Ÿ FX JӃ´­ T ´N­ÆX³XT J «XÇ
º­Ç«Ų A| ´  «´° ³XT º|X N| ӃT³X« º­ TX´ z« J«T MÄ ӃT º|X ³
­Ç« º­Ç«´ Ä´ «z N­«´º³ÄN ­«ƊN­ª°ӃXºX Ç º| ´|­°´ŵ
|­´° ºJӃ´ŵ ZJ³ª Z­­T´ J«T ª­³XŸ 
͇ (È°Ӄ­³ «z º|X 6JºÄ³JӃ F­³ӃTŷA|X ´°³ «z ´Ä«´| «X
|J´ X«|J«NXT ­Ä³ zJ³TX«Ż́ MXJÄºÉŸ A|X N| ӃT³X« |JÆX
MXX« ´°­ «z ª « MXJ´º´ŵ NJ³ «z Z­³ Ӄ Æ «z º| «z´ J«T
|XӃ° «z ­Ä³ °ӃJ«º´ J«T ÆXzXºJMӃX´ z³­ÇŸ A|X ªÄT
¦ ºN|X« |J´ MXX« J | ÆX ­Z N³XJ Æ ºÉŵ Ç º| N| ӃT³X«
Z­³Jz «z Z­³ «JºÄ³JӃ  «z³XT X«º´ º­ ªJ¦X  ªJz «J ÆX
³XN °X´Ɗ NX N³XJª ´Ä«TJX´ ­Z XÆX³É vJÆ­Ä³ MX «z J `³ª
ZJÆ­Ä³ ºXŲ 
ς $³XJ ÆX 2XJ³« «zŷ.«´° ³XT MÉ J³ ´º  «TÉ
+­ӃT´Ç­³º|Éŵ º|X N| ӃT³X« |JÆX Ä´XT «JºÄ³Xŵ NӃJÉ J«T
³XNÉNӃJMӃX ªJºX³ JӃ´ º­ N³XJºX J³ºÇ­³¦ M­º|  «T­­³´ J«T 

LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛǘϥǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΣ ƭŜǩƴƎ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 

­ÄºT­­³´ŵ º| «¦ «z JM­Äº °ӃJNXªX«º J«T º|X «JºÄ³JӃ ӃJ«T´NJ°XŸ 
FXŻÆX JӃ´­ Ӄ­ÆXT TJ«N «z Ç º| ´º³XJªX³´ º­ ³XzzJX ªÄ´ Nŵ NXӃXM³J «z
ª­ÆXªX«º Ɲº|X ¤­ÉZÄӃ ´X«´X ­Z º­zXº|X³«X´´ ªÄ´ N M³ «z´Ÿ 
>XNÉNӃ «z ;³­¤XNº´ŷ 2 «¦XT º­ ­Ä³ ª ´´ ­« º­ NJ³X Z­³ º|X °ӃJ«Xºŵ

º|X N| ӃT³X« |JÆX N³XJºXT v­ÇX³´ŵ °|­º­ Z³JªX´ŵ T «­´JÄ³´ J«T ª­³X
Ä´ «z J ³J«zX ­Z ³XNÉNӃXT ªJºX³ JӃ´Ɗ́ |­Ç «z ZJ«ºJ´ N  ªJz «J ­«
J«T °³­MӃXª-´­ӃÆ «zŸ 
ς 8ÄºT­­³ ?ºÄT ­ŷF º| ´Ä°°­³º Z³­ª ­Ä³ ³X´ TX«º J³ ´ºŵ ?JӃӃÉŵ º|X
­ÄºT­­³ ´ºÄT ­ |J´ MXX« J ´°JNX ­Z  «´° ³J ­«Ÿ $| ӃT³X« |JÆX
´º³X«zº|X«XT º|X ³ ´|­ÄӃTX³ J«T MJN¦ ªÄ´NӃX´ º|³­Äz| ÆX³ NJӃ
°J « «z J«T N³XJºXT MXJÄ ZÄӃ NӃJÉ ª­´J N´ Ä´ «z «JºÄ³JӃ ªJºX³ JӃ´Ÿ 
Ζ $­­¦ «z J«T *­­T (È°Ӄ­³J ­«ŷ.« # z 6Ä³´X³Éŵ º|X N| ӃT³X« ªJTX
Z³Ä º ´JӃJT Ä´ «z º³­° NJӃ Z³Ä º´ ´ÄN| J´ zÄJÆJŵ ° «XJ°°ӃXŵ °J´´ ­« Z³Ä º
J«T ªJ«z­ŵ J«T X«¤­ÉXT ªJ¦ «z J«T ºJ´ «z ¤X³¦ ³ NX Ӄ «¦XT º­ ­Ä³
 Z³ NJ« º|XªXŸ FX XÈ°Ӄ­³XT |­Ç Z­­T ZÄXӃ´ ­Ä³ M­T X´ J«T ´Ä°°­³º´
J |XJӃº|É Ӄ ZX´ºÉӃXŸ .« 2 ÀӃX 6Ä³´X³Éŵ ´X«´­³É Z­­T °ӃJÉ |J´ |XӃ°XT
N| ӃT³X« TXÆXӃ­° XÈ°³X´´ ÆX ӃJ«zÄJzX ƝN­«`TX«NX XÈ°Ӄ­³ «z ºXÈºÄ³X´Ÿ 
↨ 5Jº|´ 2XJ³« «zŷ.« 2 ÀӃX 6Ä³´X³Éŵ ÇX XÈ°Ӄ­³XT º|X «ÄªMX³ ǐŵ
 «´° ³XT MÉ +­ӃT Ӄ­N¦´ŵ ªJºN| «z «ÄªX³JӃ´ º­ ²ÄJ« X´Ÿ 8M´ºJNӃX
N­Ä³´X´ |XӃ°XT Ä´ °³JN ´X T ³XN ­«JӃ ӃJ«zÄJzXŸ .« # z 6Ä³´X³Éŵ ÇX
TXÆXӃ­°XT ­Ä³ Ä«TX³´ºJ«T «z ­Z Ǐ& J«T ǐ& ´|J°X´ŵ Ä´ «z
ªJº|XªJ NJӃ Æ­NJMÄӃJ³É º­ TX´N³ MX °³­°X³ X´ J«T N­ª°­´XƄ
TXN­ª°­´X ´|J°X´Ÿ FX N­« «ÄXT º­ MÄ ӃT vÄX«NÉ Ç º| «ÄªMX³´ º­ ǒŸ 
∂ 2 ºX³JNÉ J«T ;|­« N´ŷ.« # z 6Ä³´X³Éŵ N| ӃT³X« |JÆX MXX« TXÆXӃ­°ƈ
 «z º|X ³ ¦«­ÇӃXTzX ­Z  «  JӃ ´­Ä«T´ J«T MXz «« «z º­ ­³JӃ MӃX«TŸ 
.« 2 ÀӃX 6Ä³´X³Éŵ ÇX XÈ°Ӄ­³XT ³|Éº|ª J«T ³|ÉªXŵ TJ«N «z º­ º|X MXJº
J«T ´ «z «z ZJª Ӄ J³ «Ä³´X³É ³|ÉªX´ Ç º| z³­Ç «z N­«`TX«NXŸ 
ϑ ? «z «z J«T > z|º´ŷ8Ä³ N| ӃT³X« |JÆX JªJÊXT Ä´ Ç º| º|X ³ ´ «z «z
­Z º|X > z|º´ >X´°XN «z ?­«zŵ ´|­Ç «z  «N³XJ´ «z N­«`TX«NX Ç|X«
ºJӃ¦ «z JM­Äº º|X ³ ³ z|º´ J«T º|X ³ z|º´ ­Z ­º|X³´Ÿ 
.ºŻ́ MXX« J |JӃZ ºX³ª ZÄӃӃ ­Z T ´N­ÆX³Éŵ N³XJ Æ ºÉ Ɲ¤­ÉŲ FX Ӄ­­¦ Z­³ÇJ³T
º­ ª­³X XÈN  «z ӃXJ³« «z J|XJT  « º|X ӃJ´º °J³º ­Z º|X ´ÄªªX³ ºX³ªŸ 

https://tinyurl.com/4jrnpwxr
https://tinyurl.com/4jrnpwxr
https://www.facebook.com/JakemanNursery?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX2Yzsz0Y8__Cxla5RW4D8GLTeO-4nHEgP3GyqMeafaMR_YJocHAi49MuHI-fmIUzMnOStxJNX1pC2VJ4tX8TCs4STjfSfen1JFNzbwDsrRDcMm8jIUM8VjLLFdsS1LFefJStr-YZnUndIiTAVlvu-DtxUF_dRcSTlCM57dAn2NRncHOXt0M2UJsbLjhuAPl90&__tn__=-
https://www.facebook.com/JakemanNursery?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX2Yzsz0Y8__Cxla5RW4D8GLTeO-4nHEgP3GyqMeafaMR_YJocHAi49MuHI-fmIUzMnOStxJNX1pC2VJ4tX8TCs4STjfSfen1JFNzbwDsrRDcMm8jIUM8VjLLFdsS1LFefJStr-YZnUndIiTAVlvu-DtxUF_dRcSTlCM57dAn2NRncHOXt0M2UJsbLjhuAPl90&__tn__=-


 

 

 

 

There is new guidance for Early Years settings to follow 
around safer sleep for babies and young children.  

Here we are sharing some guidance for families too, with 
particular emphasis on reducing Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome. This link is a video (‘Key points for families: 
Safer Sleep) of guidance from the National Child        
Mortality Database: 

Reducing the risk of child death: Key messages for parents  

This link is The Lullaby Trust Safer Sleep guidance page.  

Safer sleep overview | The Lullaby Trust  

50 YEARS OF NATIONAL SMILE MONTH  
This year marks a major milestone for National Smile Month 2026, the 
UK’s largest and longest-running campaign dedicated to promoting 
good oral health. Organised by the Oral Health Foundation, the      
campaign is now celebrating its 50th year of championing the          
importance of healthy smiles and positive oral health habits.  
Running from 13th May to 13th June 2026, this year’s campaign focuses 
on raising awareness of the benefits of good oral health. Good oral 
health is essential, not only for maintaining healthy teeth and gums, 
but also for supporting confidence, communication, eating, and overall 
health. Preventing dental disease through regular brushing, healthier 
diets, and routine dental visits remains one of the most effective ways 
to improve long-term health outcomes.  

Remember 3 key messages for better Oral Health: 
● Brush teeth for two minutes twice a day with a fluoridated 
toothpaste (before bed at night & one other time during day) 
● Reduce intake and frequency of sugary foods and drinks. 
● Visit a dentist regularly for check ups. 

This website shares very       
important  information and tips 
on keeping children safe.  

You can sign up to receive info, 
resources and safety articles from them. 

Child Accident Prevention Trust | A safer world for all our 
children  

 

Is your child registered with a dentist?  
Children should start visiting the dentist once their first milk 
teeth appear, or at 12 months old. The NHS website has 
more tips and guidance for parents:  
Children's teeth - NHS  
 LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜƴǝǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ bI{ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƘŜǊŜΥ Find a dentist - NHS   

 

The theme for this yearΩs Child Safety Week is ΨMAKING   
PREVENTION POSSIBLEΩΦ  

Visit Free educational resources | 
Child Accident Prevention Trust  to 
download your child safety week 
info pack. 

We’ll continue to be learning lots 
about keeping safe and our right to 
be safe. 

IΩm Smiley Shen and I 
promote keeping your 

teeth clean and healthy!  

Look at the Startwell website for more 
tips and advice:  
Welcome to Startwell Birmingham - Startwell_2020  

https://www.ncmd.info/videos/child-death-key-messages/
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/baby-safety/safer-sleep-information/safer-sleep-overview/
https://capt.org.uk/
https://capt.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-teeth-and-gums/taking-care-of-childrens-teeth/
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/find-a-dentist
https://capt.org.uk/resource-centre/
https://capt.org.uk/resource-centre/
https://startwellbirmingham.co.uk/


 

 



 

 


